August 4, 2024

Catskill Mountain Railroad Gets Greener

After recently reducing its carbon footprint and harmful emissions from the use of
diesel fuel by running its locomotives on 100% Biodiesel, The Catskill Mountain
Railroad has once again enhanced its sustainability in protecting the environment
by investing in three battery operated track maintenance tools.

As suggested in Ulster County’s Environmental and Community Impact section of
the 2023 RFP, the CMRR has purchased three battery operated maintenance tools
for its track maintenance.

Each piece of equipment replaces gas- or diesel-powered equipment and consists
of a Battery Operated Spiker (FTS Spike Force) — drives spikes in ties, Battery
Operated Spike Puller (FTS Spike Ease) — pulls spikes out of ties, and a Battery
Operated Rail Drill (FTS Rail Ease) — drills rail for rail bolts at joints.

The Spiker replaces a pneumatic spike hammer that needed to be powered by a
live locomotive for a pneumatic compressed air source. The Spike Puller replaces
a gasoline powered spike puller and the Rail Drill replaces an extremely heavy gas-
powered rail drill.

These three new tools will not only reduce the carbon footprint of the CMRR but
will also improve the productivity of our three full-time employees due to their
lighter weight and ease of use. The new tools were delivered to the CMRR last
month and are now being used daily by our track crews.

Each of these projects make the CMRR the leader in sustainability in the US
Railroad Tourism industry and shows the CMRR’s commitment to Ulster County
Executive Jen Metzger’s goal of creating the boldest climate agenda in New York
State.
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