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Catskill Mountain Railroad takes first step to get Extension Plan Approved 

On Thursday August 22nd, CMRR President Ernie Hunt presented the CMRR’s proposed 
extension plan to the U&D Corridor Committee of the County Legislature.  The Committee 
will make a recommendation on the highest and best use of the only remaining 
undesignated segment of the U&D Corridor from MP 8.33 in Stony Hollow to MP 10.01 at 
the edge of the Ashokan Rail Trail at Basin Road. 

Hunt’s presentation, which is available on the CMRR’s website at 
www.catskillmountainrailroad.com, focused on extending train service 1.68 miles from its 
current end point in Stony Hollow to the Ashokan Rail Trail (ART) at Basin Road and building 
a period U&D Rail and Trail station (based on an historic U&D design) at the site, which the 
CMRR leases directly from a local landowner. Key points in the presentation included: 

• Combining the railroad with the ART at Basin Road will result in a destination tourism 
location with much greater value than each attraction can generate on its own. This type of 
destination attraction would attract tourists in much the same way as Walkway over the 
Hudson. The CMRR believes that linking both attractions will increase their economic 
benefits to the County by at least 50% from the current $12 million to $18 million per year. 

• Trail users can leave their cars in Kingston where they can stop for lunch or dinner before 
or after their trip by rail to the ART, allowing Midtown and Uptown Kingston a direct link to 
the economic impact of ART visitors. 

• The CMRR can run regular shuttle service from Kingston up the steep grade to the ART on 
a two-hour turnaround allowing the railroad to provide a transportation function in addition 
to its scenic rides. Bicyclists can load their bikes in Kingston Plaza or Washington Avenue 
for a trip up to the ART and back, avoiding the steep 5-mile 2% grade from Kingston to the 
Ashokan Reservoir. 

• The new service will allow the CMRR to increase if’s full time paid staff from the current 
three employees to at least ten including a full-time general manager. 

• Rail Shuttle Service from Midtown and Uptown Kingston to the new Basin Road Rail and 
Trail Station will ease congestion on Route 28 and reduce parking needs at the ART 
trailhead in West Hurley. This service can be offered free to disadvantaged Kingston 
residents and those who cannot afford bicycles to ride to the ART.   

• The period U&D Basin Road Rail and Trail Station will also be a Welcome Center and 
Gateway to the Catskills through its connection to the U&D Corridor and the Catskill 
Mountains Scenic Byway. It will also serve as a great location for movie productions. 



Additionally, the new terminal at Basin Road will have safer access to the ART by using the 
stoplight at Basin/Zena Road, and the indoor bathrooms at the station will allow the CMRR 
and the ART to be listed on the Thruway Attractions signs. 

Hunt added that with the $667,000 railroad grant recently awarded to the CMRR by 
NYSDOT to develop the site, no County funds will be required to implement the rail 
extension and terminal project. It was disclosed to the U&D Committee at the meeting that 
Deputy County Executive LaValle informed NYSDOT that a decision by the U&D Committee 
and the Legislature on the status of the corridor segment needed to be completed before 
the grant is finalized. 

Present at the presentation were U&D Committee legislators Collins, Litts, McCollough, 
and Nolan. Legislator Stewart, whose district includes the extension area, also attended. 
U&D Committee members Kovacs, Sperry and Uchitelle were unable to attend. The 
meeting was also attended by Deputy County Executive LaValle. 

Legislator Litts asked about how many shuttles the CMRR would run and if the shuttle 
could be used for commuters.  Hunt said that the railroad envisions a two-hour turnaround 
from 9am to 5pm and that it could be used for commuters. 

Legislator Stewart asked how the new shuttle would interface with the existing scenic train. 
Hunt added that initially the scenic train would be part of the shuttle service but over time 
they could become two separate trains. 

Legislator McCollough asked about safety issues for the proposed site. Hunt added that 
this site, which accesses SR 28 through the stoplight at Zena Road via Basin Road would be 
much safer than the current unprotected ART trailhead exit in West Hurley. 

Legislator Nolan asked if the NYSDOT grant could still be used if trains were not run to the 
site. Hunt stated that the grant could only be used if the railroad tracks remain and the rail 
extension is approved by the committee. He added that the grant includes construction of 
a parallel trail as well as reconstruction of the railroad track near Basin Road. 

Chairman Collins mentioned that the Open Space Institute (OSI) would be making a 
presentation at the next meeting in September.  The CMRR looks forward to combining 
resources with OSI to enhance this project and draw even more visitors to Ulster County for 
tourism. 

CMRR was very pleased that it was offered the opportunity to officially present its plan to 
the committee. The CMRR is dedicated to assisting in constructing a parallel trail next to 
the tracks in the segment so that there will be a win/win for both rail and trail advocates as 
part of the outcome of the U&D Committee review process.  


