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Executive Summary
• The 2015 U&D previous Corridor Committee hired Stone Consulting to examine the entire 

U&D corridor to determine the Highest and Best Use of the Corridor by segment. 

• In their final report Stone flagged the “Stony Hollow Fill” as the one part of the U&D Corridor 
where “Rail with Trail” was problematic. 

• Stone made this statement in their final report:

• Because of this issue, the former U&D Corridor committee left the segment from Stony 
Hollow “Undesignated”.  This feature, and how adapt it to “Rail with Trail” is the primary 
focus of this presentation.
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Stony Hollow Fill
 Key Facts

• This segment of the Corridor runs from MP 8.56 to MP 8.80 or about 1250 feet.

• The eastern 850 feet of the fill borders New York State land on the north side.  The western 
250 feet on the north side borders privately owned as well as the entire south side.

• The ROW was originally 66 feet wide across the fill but in 1911 the railroad acquired an 
additional 42 feet on each side of the ROW making it 150 feet wide so it could be deepened 
and widened as part of the Ashokan Reservoir railroad relocation..

• The ROW on the fill is not owned by the county but is shown as a rail only easement on the 
1979 deed and will need to be converted to fee ownership at some time in the future prior to 
trail construction.

• The top of the fill is about 15 feet wide in its narrowest section.

• The portion from MP 8.62 to MP 8.73, about 600 feet long, is over wetlands. See below:
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Stony Hollow Fill
Open Space Institute/GPI

• In May 2023, Open Space Institute hired Greenman Pedersen, Inc. (GPI) to perform a 
feasibility study for a future Rail Trail from Kingston to the Ashokan Reservoir.

• It its study, GPI did not make any detailed review of the Stony Hollow Fill.

• In September 2024, Open Space Institute made a presentation to the U&D Corridor 
Committee on the Undesignated Segment based on the GPI Report.

• The September report only showed the location of the wetlands, but did not discuss the 
feasibility of rail with trail or trail only in the presentation.  However, Peter Karis, VP of Open 
Space Institute, make these remarks on the Stony Hollow fill in response to a question:
• Stewart:  I was thinking about widening the rock cut if the rocks removed from the cut could used to widen the “prism” is that the term you 

used? The platform on which the rails currently sit?

• Karis: It certainly could using fill would require filling of wetlands which would be a much larger lift than say building an elevated boardwalk on 
piers across the wetland, which is another scenario that could negate this wetland issue you would still need permitting but I think it’s similar in 
the Ashokan section there’s a section of boardwalk trail to carry over environmentally constrained area you could do the same thing here. And 
they have different cost implications.

• Stewart: And you did the cost analysis for doing the raised boardwalk?

• Karis:  We did not it was just widening with fill.

• Stewart:  But that would be feasible assuming that you could get the appropriate permits from?

• Karis:  Correct you could widen this prism to accommodate a trail what I’m suggesting is there are going to be wetland impacts for the required 
permitting.

• Stewart:  The wetland impacts would be considerably less if we were talking about a raised boardwalk as opposed to filling in the wetlands?

• Karis:  Yes

• Open Space Institute indicated that although widening the fill would produce enough width 
for “rail with trail” a separate boardwalk was the preferred alternative. 5



Stony Hollow Fill
CMRR/Stone

• In October 2024, the CMRR gave a presentation to the U&D Corridor Committee on the 
feasibility of Rail with Trail for the Undesignated Segment.

• The CMRR asked Stone Consulting, the Consultant hired by the previous U&D Corridor 
Committee, to update its 2015 report, especially addressing the Stony Hollow .

• Stone issued an updated report, with the following statement on the Stony Hollow Fill:
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Ashokan Rail Trail 
Boardwalk over Wetlands

• Below are photos of the walkway built over wetlands for the Ashokan Rail Trail about 1,000 
feet west of the Ashokan Trailhead.  This is the walkway that both OSI and Stone referred to 
in their statements about the optimal solution for “rail with trail” at the Stony Hollow Fill.
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Ashokan Rail Trail 
Boardwalk over Wetlands

• The drawing below shows a cross-section of the boardwalk that was built over wetlands for 
the Ashokan Rail Trail:
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Stony Hollow Fill
Walkway Trail

• Below is a cross-section of the Stony Hollow fill showing the boardwalk alternative. It shows 
the walkway separated by a ten-foot vertical distance from the tracks.  This is similar to the 
design shown on page 49 of “Rails with Trails - Best Practices” shown on the following slide 
and appears to be the best option. In this case the walkway would be 845 feet in length with 
additional fill used in the non-wetlands ends of the fill.
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Stony Hollow Fill
Walkway Trail

• This is similar to the design shown below on page 49 of “Rails with Trails - Best Practices”.
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Stony Hollow Fill
Lower and Widen Fill

• Another option suggested by Stone and Legislator Herb Litts, III, shows the fill being lowered 
by two feet and the track shifted north by two feet in order to create room for a parallel trail. 
Trail width can be increased by 2-3 feet for every additional foot the fill is lowered.
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Stony Hollow Fill
Shared Use Option

• Below is another option that shows shared use between the railroad and the trail.  The 
photos below are from the Astoria Riverwalk Trail in Astoria, Oregon.  This type of sharing 
between rail and trail has been successfully implemented with heritage rail operations that 
operate at restricted speed.  The decking used here has been successfully used for both 
bicycle and pedestrian use.  This riverwalk was built in 1998.

• For the Stony Hollow Fill rail and trail would share the fill with a fifteen-foot wide decking 
built directly on top of the railroad tracks. Train would operate over this section at restricted 
speed using special “stop and protect” operating rules similar to highway crossings. The fill is 
straight with excellent visible line of sight.
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Stony Hollow Fill
Costs

• Open Space Institute and GPI gave no specific cost estimates for the Stony Hollow Fill for a 
parallel boardwalk.  However, a review of construction documents for the Ashokan Rail Trail, 
reveals  a cost of $848,200 for the 521 foot long, 12-foot-wide Boardwalk:

• Stone Consulting put together an estimate of $845,000 for a 10-foot wide, 845-foot-long  
boardwalk, at about $1,000 a linear foot.

• Per Stone, the total cost of rail with trail for this segment would be $1,018,000 including 
using fill for trail construction on each end.

• Trail only would cost $522,000 mainly because of the costs of rail and tie removal, trail 
construction costs, and a double safety railing needed.
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Summary 
• This summary shows that “Rail with Trail” is feasible for the Stony Hollow fill segment from 

MP 8.56 to MP 8.8.

• Both Open Space Institute and Stone Consulting have indicated that building a parallel 
walkway above the wetlands area is the optimal solution.

• However, it is more expensive than Trail-Only by about $5. million.

• The CMRR believes that the economic gains from the Basin Road Terminal Site will more than 
offset the costs of rail with trail leading to it by many times.
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