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Resolution 451 Withdrawal

The CMRR is pleased that the County Executive and Legislature have withdrawn the
fundamentally flawed Resolution 451. This resolution was created with no input from the
Catskill Mountain Railroad and did not address key vital issues for both the CMRR and
Ulster County.

The CMRR calls upon the Ulster County Executive and Legislature to move away from a
twenty-year anti-railroad policy of removing railroad infrastructure, blocking railroad
infrastructure grants and not including the CMRR in U&D Corridor Planning.

The County has starved has the U&D Corridor of investment in railroad infrastructure by
rejecting five CMRR grant applications, and trying to cancel the one grant application we
succeeded in obtaining.

Resolution 451 was not only crafted without the CMRR’s input, but ignored written
recommendations the CMRR made to improve the resolution. When the CMRR attended
both Housing and Transportation committee meetings we were not allowed to speak
despite asking to do so. We were totally ignored as if we didn’t exist.

This attitude by the County has to stop. The CMRR should not have to put full-page ads in
the local newspaper in order to be heard.

In 2014 the railroad adopted a strategy to focus on a seven-mile segment of track from
Kingston to the Ashokan Reservoir which combined with a parallel trail will become a
world-class tourist destination for Ulster County.

The County should work with the CMRR to realize this dream instead of fighting tooth and
nail against it. Numerous grants can be used to make this dream happen, some of which
have already been obtained by the CMRR despite the County’s opposition.

But the real enemy here is the battle between the anti-railroad lobby led by the Woodstock
Land Conservancy and the CMRR. This is a needless waste of energy from two
organizations that need to work with each other to realize the greatest potential for Ulster
County. Only the County Executive can make this happen.

We call on Ulster County Executive Jen Metzger to mediate between the CMRR and the
Woodstock Land Conservancy to end the rivalry between the railroad and the WLC forever.



She is the only person who can put this fight behind us. We call on her to make 2026 a new
beginning for the long-term future of the former Ulster and Delaware Railroad Corridor.

The CMRR will be waiting to see this change early in the New Year. But with other
opportunities pending we won’t wait forever.



