Public concerns over tourism, jobs and
infrastructure stall CMRR bridge vote
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The Ulster County Legislature referred a motion to remove a railroad bridge over Basin
Road back to the Housing and Transportation Committee after hearing from members of
the public who opposed the move because of its effect on Catskill Mountain Railroad’s

plans.
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“What is the great rush to pass Resolution 451 authorizing the removal of the Basin Road
Bridge? Why the rush to destroy valuable infrastructure? The study of the undesignated
section of the [Ulster and Delaware] corridor, which includes the bridge, will be completed

next summer,” said Meg Carey at the Nov. 18 Ulster County Legislature session.
“Why rush rather than wait a few months for the professional engineer’s report?”

County officials say the bridge removal is necessary to give large construction vehicles
access to a project at the Ashokan Reservoir, but Catskill Mountain Railroad has offered to

raise the bridge height at its own expense.

“Removal of this bridge with no guarantee of any future bridge certainly would hamper

future easy and safe access to the Ashokan Rail Trail for rail passengers,” Carey said.

“It’s the latest effort by certain persons and organizations to make it impossible for Catskill
Mountain Railroad to remain in Ulster County, despite its key role in the tourism industry,
the local economy, and its role in preserving the rail heritage of this region,” said Larry
Roth.

“The fact that efforts to block CMRR expansion to Basin Road are calling for actions that
also hurt trail interest and the larger interest of county taxpayers is proof of this. This

needs to be addressed openly and honestly.”

Matthew Lundy called the resolution “rushed, unnecessary and in disservice to the people

of Ulster County.”

Lundy said he is one of 50 high school students employed by CMRR for the holiday Polar

Express and uses that money to pay for a car and future college tuition.

“The railroad has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on county-owned right of way at

no expense to the taxpayer,” he said.

“Most impressive, the railroad in 2024 brought 60,000 riders to Ulster County, which gives
them incentive to explore the beautiful Hudson Valley. By removing this bridge, the
legislature will put all of that in jeopardy at a time when the job market in this country is

plummeting and the cost of living is rising.”



CMRR maintenance worker Ryan Lennox urged the legislature to “stop the rushing of

constant ripping up of railroad infrastructure.”
Hurley resident Tim Kelly questioned the long history of hostility toward the railroad.

“The behavior toward the Catskill Mountain Railroad has been nothing short of
discriminatory in Ulster County. And this is a group of blue-collar people who live amongst
us, who create economic opportunity that you take the tax money from and get to re-spend

it at your leisure,” Kelly said.

“All of these independent small businesses get a shot in the arm at Christmastime with the
Polar Express, when for maybe a month, month and a half after the leaves come off the

trees, there’s not that much going on.”

The vote to refer the resolution back to the Housing and Transportation Committee was
20-0.



