
CMRR Press Release – July 27, 2026 

RAILROAD EXTENSION CREATES LARGER ECONOMIC IMPACT 

Kingston, NY.  The Catskill Mountain Railroad announced its 2025 Ridership and Economic 
Impact numbers today.  Additionally, the CMRR released its updated ridership and 
economic impact for its projected 1.7-mile extension now under review by the Ulster 
County Legislature. 

The CMRR carried 61,677 passengers in 2025, the most passengers carried on the former 
Ulster and Delaware Railroad since 1932.  Of those passengers, 52,062 or 84.4% were from 
outside of Ulster County. 

The CMRR estimates its 2025 economic impact via a combination of its direct spending in 
Ulster County as well as from the spending generated by its 52,062 out-of-town visitors.  

The CMRR spent $1.392 million in Ulster County in 2025 - $834,000 from payroll and 
another $558,000 in the purchase of goods and services from local vendors.  The CMRR 
employed 157 people in 2025 – 3 full time, 36 part time and 118 seasonal employees, and 
was the largest employer of teenagers in the county during its Polar Express season. 

The CMRR purchased 72,000 cookies in 2025 for Polar Express as well as advertising, 
repairs and maintenance, parts, cleaning services, meals, equipment rental, decorations 
and other supplies. 

Using traditional multipliers, this translates into $10.3 million in economic impact on Ulster 
County in 2025 - $2.8 million from the CMRR’s Direct Spending and $7.5 million from the 
visitors the CMRR brings to Ulster County. 

As for the 1.7-mile extension from Stony Hollow to Basin Road, the CMRR anticipates an 
additional 25,000 visitors – 15,000 for its proposed Shuttle Service to the underutilized 
Ashokan Rail Trail and 10,000 via the CMRR’s proposed trolley to Woodstock, the 
“Woodstock Express”.  The CMRR estimates an additional economic impact of $4.5 million 
a year for this extension. 

The CMRR reaffirms its commitment to renovate the 1.7-mile rail extension with its own 
funds and the $667,000 NYSDOT grant already awarded to the CMRR for the project. The 
County will pay northing for the additional $4.5 million in economic impact. 

As to the Barton and Loguidice study now being reviewed by the Ulster County legislature, 
the CMRR looks forward to working with the County and the Woodstock Land Conservancy 
to create a parallel trail along the railroad not only for the extension but all the way to 
Kingston.   



The CMRR’s president, Ernie Hunt, added: “The preliminary results of the B&L study – that 
there are no significant engineering or environmental issues for “rail with trail”, creates an 
historic opportunity for the CMRR, the County and the Woodstock Land Conservancy to 
work together constructively.  By absorbing the railroad portion of the $16.3 million rail with 
trail cost estimated by B&L, the CMRR can reduce the cost to $11.8 million.  Through value 
engineering, and utilizing the railroad itself, the cost of RWT can be reduced even further.  
We look forward to sitting down with the County and the WLC to make this dream a reality 
for Ulster County.” 

 

For more information see: 

https://catskillmountainrailroad.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/CMRR-Economic-
Impact-2025.pdf 
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